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1 . LOCAL NEWSPAPER, BHIRAWA, RAN STORY SOURCED FROM JAKARTA 
NEWSPAPER ON MARCH 6, WHICH AIRED COMPLAINTS OF INDONESIAN 
COMPANIES DISSATISFIED WITH WORKINGS OF STATE PLANTATIONS' 
TEAM EVALUATING PROPOSALS FOR SIX NEW MILLS IN JAVA. 

2. ARTICLE FOLLOWS: QUOTE. TEAM FOR TENDER OF SIX SUGAR 
MILLS DISAPPOINTS THE PEOPLE. SEVERAL NATIONAL COMPANIES, 
COOPERATING WITH FOREIGN COMPANIES, RECENTLY EXPRESSED THEIR 
DISAPPOINTMENT AND SAID THEY FEEL EXTREMELY HARMED BY THE 
ACTIONS OF THE INTERNATIONAL TENDER TEAM FOR THE CONSTRUCTION 
OF SIX SUGAR MILLS FOR THE BKU PNP (OFFICE OF STATE 
PLANTATIONS). THE TEAM HAS BEEN DISSOLVED SINCE ITS 
DELIBERATIONS ARE COMPLETED. THE DISAPPOINTMENT OF THE 
COMPANIES IS CAUSED, ACCORDING TO MOST, BY THE TENDER TEAM'S 
"UNFAIR ACTS" IN THEIR EVALUATION, AS WELL AS THEIR POLICIES. 
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SUBMITTED RELATIVELY HIGH BIDS WERE INVITED TO PARTICIPATE IN 
NEGOTIATIONS WHILE BETTER COMPANIES, WHICH SUBMITTED RELATIVELY 
LOW BIDS, WERE EXCLUDED. MOREOVER, IN THEIR EVALUATION, THE 
TEAM DISCRIMINATED IN FAVOR OF SOME SUPPLIERS, WHILE TELLING 
OTHERS THAT TO DISCRIMINATE WOULD VIOLATE THEIR DUTY TO PROVIDE 
AN OBJECTIVE EVALUATION. END QUOTE. 

3. COMMENT: WHILE WE HAVE HEARD NO SUCH GRUMBLING AMONG LOCAL 
SUGAR EQUIPMENT SALES REPRESENTATIVES, ATTITUDES EXPRESSED 
DURING EVALUATION OF PROPOSALS FOR NEW MILLS GENERALLY STRESSED 
THAT FACTORS OTHER THAN QUALITY AND PRICE WOULD BE MOST IMPORTANT. 

OFFICE OF STATE PLANTATIONS IS NOTORIOUS FOR UNDER THE TABLE 
DEALINGS WITH SUPPLIERS, AND ARTICLE ABOVE MAY ONLY BE SOUR 
GRAPES FROM COMPANIES WHO STRUCK OUT IN COMPETITION AND WANT TO 
BELIEVE GAME UNFAIRLY RIGGED. END COMMENT. 

HOWLAND 
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